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Abstract 


The issue of evil is one of the topics that has always occupied the human mind and has 
led to questions being asked by him. Therefore, with the advent of science and 
knowledge, many thinkers have studied this issue and sought to provide a solution to this 
problem.Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi are among the thinkers who consider the 
existence of evil as a necessity of a good system and believe that it is in the presence of 
evil that the good system takes on a real meaning and concept. For this reason, the study 
and analysis of the thought of Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi in solving the problem 
of evil can answer many questions and doubts of people in this field that they have faced 
from birth.In this article, with the help of descriptive-analytical method and with the help 
of reliable library sources, we first try to explain and study the nature of evil from the 
perspective of Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi,then, by expressing and analyzing the 
types of evil from the perspective of these two thinkers, the issue continues and ends by 
presenting and analyzing the evil solutions and comparing the thoughts of these two 
thinkers with each other.Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi believe that the existence of 
evil in the material world has no contradiction with the existence of God and His 
attributes, and this is man who, due to his deficient thought, is unable to understand the 


causes of evil in the universe. 
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1.Introduction 

The issue of evil is one of the issues that have been considered as a refuge of atheism not 
only in the past, but also today, and many people have used this issue to deny the 
attributes of goodness, justice and wisdom of God. Therefore, thinkers of many religions 


have studied and researched on this issue and have tried to provide a correct and logical 
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argument on this issue; because they are well aware that if the issue of evil is not 
properly understood and its relationship with the existence of God and the world is not 
explained, it can be a serious analogy to denying the existence of God or at least 
restricting His attributes (HosseiniEskandian and Rajabnezhadian,2020,108). 

Shahid Motahhari is one of the great thinkers of the Islamic world who lived in the 
contemporary era and studied the problem of evil carefully and with the help of the 
arguments and solutions he presented, not only did not consider evil as violating the 
divine attributes but also considered it a necessity of a good system and he considered 
evil as a necessity of a good system, without which the attributes of goodness and divine 
justice would not be well manifested. On the other hand, Fakhr Razi has been trying to 
resolve some doubts about the issue of evil in many cases, he agrees with Shahid 
Motahhari and, like Saint Augustine, considers God to be the supreme and absolute good 
and believes that there is no evil and this is the man who, by following his whims and 
desires, leads to the creation of evil in the universe. 

1-1 Background Discussion 

The issue of evil has been discussed and questioned for many years and has always hurt 
the human soul and confronted him with many questions. This issue has led to more 
questions and doubts among the theists than the followers of other religions about the 
existence of God or His supreme and absolute attributes; because they believe that God 
is absolute good and no evil should be issued from him, so these evils should not have a 
divine origin, and if we pay attention to the attributes of God, there should be no evil in 
the world; because he loves his servants and did not create them to endure suffering. 
Therefore, in the divine religions, there are few philosophers and thinkers who have not 
dealt with the problem of evil or have not sought solutions to solve this problem. 

Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi are theistic thinkers who have tried to solve the evil 
problem and have sought logical and correct solutions to this problem but so far no work 
has been written that comprehensively examines the thoughts and ideas of Shahid 
Motahhari and Fakhr Razi in explaining and solving the problem of evil and only in 
some works, the thoughts of one of these two thinkers have been examined 
independently or their thoughts have been compared with other thinkers and of course, in 
this type of research, little attention has been paid to the expression and study of the 
types of evil and the strategies and explanations made by these two thinkers in order to 
solve the problem of evil. These researches include "The problem of evil and its 


connection with coercion and free will from Fakhr Razi's point of view, written by Ali 
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Akbar Siraj and others", "The role of the devil in the realization of moral evil from Fakhr 
Razi's point of view, written by Akram Salehi and Reza Akbari ", and" Application of 
the evil approach from the point of view of Shahid Motahhari and Augustine written by 
Ruhollah Adineh and Samaneh Shahroudi ".Therefore, this article is the first work that 
thoroughly examines and analyzes the thoughts of Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi in 
the field of evil and fully examines and analyzes the solutions provided by them to solve 
the problem of evil and finally, has compared their thoughts independently with each 
other and expressed the similarities and differences between the thoughts of these two 
great thinkers. 

2-1 Statement of the Problem 

The issue of evil is one of the important philosophical and theological issues that has 
always occupied the human mind and has confronted it with questions such as what is 
the philosophy of the existence of evil? Is it necessary to have evil in the world? If the 
universe has a creator with supreme attributes, then why did it create evil?Therefore, 
many thinkers have constantly sought to answer these questions and provide solutions to 
solve the evil problem. 

Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi, two thinkers of the Islamic world, have studied the 
issue of evil and considered it in line with the existing system and believe that the 
emergence of relative evil in the material world is necessary and does not violate the 
goodness of this system in any way. In addition, they have emphasized that God has no 
effect on the creation of evil in the material system, and that it is man who, by abusing 
his will and authority, leads to the emergence of many evils. 

In examining and analyzing the thoughts and ideas of Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi 
about evil, an attempt is made to answer such questions by presenting, analyzing and 
comparing the thoughts of these two great thinkers of the Islamic world; 

Why does man have to suffer in the material world? Is not the existence of evil 
incompatible with the attributes of benevolence and divine justice? Do evils appear the 
same for all human beings? According to Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi, what are the 
types of evil? Is man involved in creating evil? What solutions have Shahid Motahhari 
and Fakhr Razi offered to solve the evil problem? What are the similarities and 
differences between the thoughts of Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi in solving the evil 


problem?. 


2.The Nature and Explanation of the Essence of Evil 
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1-2 Shahid Motahhari:In explaining what evil is, Shahid Motahhari has tried to solve 
the problem of evil as a theist and believer in the resurrection and the hereafter in a way 
that does not lead to denying the existence of God and also does not lead to duality, and 
on the other hand, do not challenge the goodness of the world of creation or some divine 
attributes such as justice, wisdom and absolute benevolence. 

Shahid Motahhari believes in the rule of divine justice over the universe and considers 
evil as a complement to the system of existence.In his view, evil as a matter of the 
originality of existence is considered doubtful, that is, all possibilities benefit from 
existence, but some beings have a higher degree of existence due to their proximity to 
nature.That is, from their point of view, it is impossible for a creature to have the 
possibility of perfection, and for God not to bestow grace and bestowal of existence.Evils 
are absolutely intentional, not intrinsic (Parsa et al, 2020, 46-47). 

Shahid Motahhari believes that evil is non-existent, that is, all evils are of the type of 
non-existence, and the reason for their evilness is that evil is the source of nothingness 
and emptiness. 

According to Shahid Motahhari, evil has no contradiction with the existence of God and 
the attributes of benevolence, justice and absolute divine power, and it can not deny the 
existence of God or limit the attributes of God. 

Shahid Motahhari in the sense of divine justice states:"Divine justice in the system of 
evolution, according to this theory, means that every being receives every degree of 
existence and perfection of existence to which it deserves.Oppression means forbidding 
grace and restraining forgiveness from the existence that deserves it"(Motahhari,1998, 
58). 

According to Shahid Motahhari, the world of creation is God created with wisdom, in 
which all the components of this world are in their proper place, and every hardship and 
pain that a person faces in his life has wisdom and expediency that can not be considered 
meaningless and futile.He believes that the world of creation has an integrated and 
orderly structure and each component has its own meaning that together with other 
components form a meaningful structure.Shahid Motahhari believes that God created 
man to achieve a lofty goal and purpose, and if a person faces pain and hardship in his 
life, he should know that the existence of that pain and suffering is necessary to achieve 
that ultimate goal;because God does everything according to expediency, and it is man 
who cannot comprehend it, and the existence of this suffering is necessary for man to 


reach that lofty goal.From the point of view of Shahid Motahhari, most of the things that 
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a person thinks are evil are not actually evil, and this is a short-sighted idea of a person 
who thinks things are evil;because man has human intellect and the world of creation is 
created by God, and man with his imperfect intellect cannot know and explain it well, 
and that is why he thinks of many things as evil while it is full of goodness and benefits. 
Shahid Motahhari believes that the world of creation benefits from a good system that 
evil and suffering can not challenge its goodness because evil is part of the nature of this 
world that can not be separated from the world of creation and it is the combination of 
maximum good and minimum evil that means the goodness of the created world. 

2-2 Fakhr Razi:In his works, Fakhr Razi has sometimes expressed evil as non-existent 
and sometimes as existential. Evil, which he considers to be existential, refers to 
perceptual evil such as the existence of fear, physical pain, or amputation, which he, like 
many thinkers, believes that this type of suffering is generally perceived and felt by man 
and as a result is an existential thing. 

Fakhr Razi states: "Evil goes back to two types; existential evil and non-existent evil. 
Non-existent evil goes back to three types, which are four in total;A) Existential things 
that are sometimes referred to as evil, such as heat, which causes the organs of the body 
to separate from each other.B) Lack of necessary things for an object such as life for the 
body. C) Lack of beneficial things, which, although not necessary, are close to necessity, 
such as lack of sight or hearing. D)Absence of things that are not necessary but are 
considered virtues, such as lack of knowledge of philosophy or mathematics" 
(Razi,1991, vol2, 152). He also states:" Whenever we examine each of the actions and 
things that are called evil, we see that this action is good and perfect in relation to its 
perpetrator, and its evilness is in comparison with another object, like the oppression that 
emanates from the power of anger and is the perfection of the power of anger. Therefore, 
oppression is good compared to the power of anger, and weakness is evil for the power 
of anger, and if one cannot defend himself, he will be condemned, and therefore 
oppression is evil in comparison with the oppressed. Another thing is that burning fire is 
perfection and benefits a person, but if it causes a person to lose his life, it is considered 
evil "(Ibid).Therefore, in explaining the nature of evil, Fakhr Razi believes that evil is 
relative and not real, and it looks different in comparison with different people. 

Fakhr Razi in the definition of evil says:"Evil is the imperfection of perfection, and 
anything that is not perfect is considered evil "(Ibid, Vol1,104).Existential matters are 
not evil in essence, but evil in nature because they imply the absence of necessary or 


beneficial matters(Ibid, Vol2,520). 
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Evil in common and popular custom means pain and everything that leads to pain, and it 
is obvious that pain is an existential thing and has been acknowledged by the wise. Yes, 
some people think that pleasure is the decline of pain and consider it non-existent, but 
there is no difference between them that pain is an existential matter (Razi, 2005, 
vol2,551). 

Fakhr Razi, based on the principle of good and evil, states that God is pure good and 
nothing but good is issued from him. About this topic he states: "If the goodness and 
ugliness of deeds are lawful, all the deeds issued by God are good, because the deeds of 
God are good according to him, therefore the good deed of God is necessary and there 
will be no evil deeds "(Fakhr Razi,1987,V013,550). 

Fakhr Razi, as an Ash'arite theologian who believes in the good and the bad of religion, 
believes that whatever God does is good and that he is the one who misunderstands 
things, otherwise any action that is issued by God, in it is the ultimate good and no evil is 
issued from God. 

With this statement, Fakhr Razi tries to show that the control of the affairs of the world is 
in the hands of God and it is not important that a person considers God to be an evil 
agent, but it is important that nothing good is issued from God and everything that is 
issued from him is good. Fakhr Razi believes that evil can not deny the existence of God, 
because God's existence is instinctively and rationally fixed, and evil, which is in an aura 
of ambiguity and doubt, can not deny the existence of God, which is the most obvious 
thing. On the other hand, he believes that evil can not limit the divine attributes such as 
benevolence, wisdom and absolute justice, and based on the principle of good and evil, 
he believes that God's command is ultimately justice, wisdom and usefulness for man, 
although one is unaware of and unable to understand it. 

From Fakhr Razi's point of view, evil cannot deny the beauty and well-being of the 
world of creation, and the world of creation, which is extremely complex, has a good 
mechanism. However, in some of his works, he has made statements that the good world 
is challenged by perceptual evil. 

3.Division of Evil 

1-3Shahid Motahhari: Shahid Motahhari did not categorize evil in his works, but with 
his words about moral ugliness as well as natural disasters, it can be seen that he believed 
in the existence of two types of evil: natural evil and moral evil. Moral evil refers to evil 
which is the estimation of man's will and authority in sin and sinfulness and causing 


suffering for himself and others and natural evil refers to evil that human will has no role 
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in creating them and is the result of the natural world and is part of the nature of the 
natural world, such as floods, earthquakes, tsunamis, etc. 

Shahid Motahhari considers moral evil to be the result of human free will and will be 
caused by a human factor. He considers human selfishness to be one of the factors that 
cause moral evil. In other words, it has been the selfishness and superiority of human 
beings throughout history that has led to wars and killings, because as long as there is no 
greed for the land and capital of another land, there has been no war and no blood has 
been shed for no reason. Also, another factor that causes moral evil is considered to be 
the ignorance of a person who suffers from evil in knowing good and evil and chooses 
evil and is not able to distinguish between good and evil. Accepting and surrendering to 
fleeting desires and committing moral vices all stems from human ignorance in 
committing and creating evil. 

Shahid Motahhari considers moral evil to be completely under the domain of human will 
and authority, which God has no role in motivating human will to do.In other 
words,Shahid Motahhari believes in the existence of free will in a person, which with 
this free will can do good deeds and can also cause evil by abusing and distorting it. 
Motahhari considers the existence of moral evil in the world and its creation by man as 
one of the reasons for the existence of authority in man, which, contrary to previous 
views, does not play a role in coercion and supernatural forces. Natural or physical evil is 
the same events in the world of nature, such as floods, earthquakes, storms, tsunamis, 
etc, which may always occur in different parts of the world and their existential roots go 
back to nature, although human manipulation should not be ignored in their creation. 
Physical evil is a feature of the natural world that is always happens many times in 
different places. It seems that these evils have an inseparable existence with the system 
that rules nature. Some believe that physical evil is the manifestation of metaphysical 
evil in the natural world. 

Shahid Motahhari considers natural evil as the opposite of moral evil, which, on the 
contrary, is a product of nature and human beings have no role in creating them, and 
human will is neutral in creating them. Of course, it should be noted that this view of 
Shahid Motahhari only includes a number of examples of natural evil, otherwise today 
with the development of technology and human manipulation in nature, man has an 
important role in creating natural evil and has debalanced it. 

2-3 Fakhr Razi: Fakhr Razi, like Shahid Motahhari, in his works has not dealt with the 


division of evil and has not expressed a comprehensive division of it, but what is evident 
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from his writings is that he believes in two types of evil, moral evil and natural evil. 
Moral evil is created by the will of man and natural evil is created by the world of nature 
and is the essence of the world of creation. 

Moral evil is created by man; by following his whims and desires and avoiding divine 
commands, he commits sin and causes evil. In fact, moral evil is the obedience of man to 
the devil inside and outside, which causes evil between human beings and the world.In 
fact, the moral evil in Fakhr Razi's thought is the estimation of his thought in the role of 
man in sinning and creating evil in the world. 

Moral evil is all the evil that is the deliberate product of those people who do bad deeds 
or the evil that is made possible by human beings who fail to do good deeds due to 
negligence. 

Although according to the points made by Fakhr Razi and his Ash’arite school, he does 
not believe much in human free will and even in some cases attributes evil to God, but 
nevertheless, moral evil in his mind is done in the light of human will. 

Fakhr Razi on natural evil believes that pain is part of the system of nature and in the 
whole system of nature, natural good is much more than natural evil, in addition to the 
fact that many natural evils are the result of human moral evil and at the same time for 
achieving good ends is useful. 

Fakhr Razi believes that natural good in the world is more than natural evil.In addition, 
natural suffering is the result of moral evil, and the way to attain many good deeds is 
useful, because they are used as a punishment for sins, as well as a means to complete 
good. 

Natural evil is one of the characteristics of the natural world that is always happening 
and happens frequently in different regions. It seems that there is an inseparable 
existence between this group of evil and the system that governs nature. Some believe 
that natural evil is the manifestation of metaphysical evil in the natural world. 
4.Solutions to the Problem of Evil 

1-4: Shahid Motahhari: In solving the problem of evil, Shahid Motahhari, as a theist 
and monotheist, has tried to express solutions by which the existence of God is not 
denied or the idea of monotheism is not tarnished and is not drawn to dualism and 
pluralism. In his works, Shahid Motahhari has tried to solve the problem of evil in a way 
that does not challenge the goodness of the created world or does not restrict the divine 


attributes. Shahid Motahhari has stated these strategies to solve the problem of evil; 
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1-1-4 Evil Is Non-existent: As the first solution, Shahid Motahhari tried to resolve the 
issue of duality by ignoring evils and leaving no room for polytheism and rebirth in the 
world of creation. From the point of view of Shahid Motahhari, evil does not exist at all 
that can deny the existence of God or is in contradiction with the divine attributes, 
because evil is non-existent and non-existent matter cannot be in the opposite direction 
of existential matter. 

In duality, the world is divided into good and bad, and the existence of evils is 
considered superfluous but harmful, and it is forcibly considered not from God but from 
a power in the opposite direction of God. God, like man, is in good faith, but weak and 
incapable, who suffers from the current situation and is not satisfied with it, but is facing 
an evil and malicious rival who, against his will, causes corruption and destruction. 
Dualists have failed to maintain belief in the infinite power and sovereign will of God 
and His unrivaled destiny by believing in God's wisdom, justice, and goodness (Ibid 
125). 

Shahid Motahhari believes that evil is non-existent and there is no benefit from it, and 
they are trying to solve the problem of duality by proposing that evil is non-existent. He 
states:" The basis of the doubt of duality is that because beings are inherently twofold; 
good beings and bad beings must inevitably be issued from two separate sources so that 
each of the good and the bad belongs to a separate creator. Evil does not exist to belong 
to a creator, but the nature of evil is non-existent, that is, evils are all of the type of non- 
existence"(Motahhari, 1997, 156). 

2-1-4 Evil Is Relative: According to Shahid Motahhari, there is no absolute evil in the 
world of creation, and evil may be different from one person to another. What is 
considered suffering for one person may be full of happiness for another. Also, in terms 
of time, evil is not absolute, because in one period of time it may be considered a 
phenomenon of evil and in another time it may appear as goodness. 

Shahid Motahhari states:" Attributes are divided into two categories, real and relative. 
True attributes are attributes that are sufficient for the possibility of attributing to an 
essence, the assumption of the essence itself and that attribute but relative attributes are 
attributes that the presumption of the said and the presumption of the adjective, without 
the presumption of a third thing that is the party of relation and comparison, are not 
sufficient for the possibility of attributing the said to that adjective. Therefore, when the 


truth of an adjective on something depends on considering a third thing and comparing it 
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with it, we call the adjective relative. For example, life is a real attribute and greatness or 
smallness is a relative attribute "(Motahhari,1998,13). 

From the point of view of Shahid Motahhari, it is natural that the creatures that are good 
prevail, in terms of their relative existence, are sometimes considered as evil. But their 
non-creation is also contrary to the mature divine wisdom, because in any case, the 
aspect of goodness prevails in them, and setting aside this great good due to the small 
evil is itself a great evil. It is impossible to expect the existence of a world in which there 
is influence, that is, it is composed of matter but no evil is found in it. 

But the non-creation of this material world will also be a great evil due to the avoidance 
of the little evil that is found in it, because in this case the possibility of the existence of 
many beings and the many good deeds that accompany them has not been realized (ibid. 
324; Parsa et al,2020, 49). 

Shahid Motahhari believes that evil is not a real thing and is relative and phenomena may 
appear different at different times for different people and evil should not be considered a 
real thing but it should be considered a relative thing that for different people, It looks 
different. 

3-1-4 Evil Is Necessary for a Good System: Many thinkers believe that the evils in the 
world are not just a violation of the good system, but rather an inseparable feature of the 
current system. The world is in spite of evil, which forms the same good system, 
otherwise the world without evil was created by God before the creation of this world, 
and if this world was created without evil, there would be no place left for the good of 
this world and the existence of evil in this world is a kind of grounding for the exaltation 
of man in the correlation between good and evil, so that he can be charitable despite this 
natural need and avoid creating evil. 

Shahid Motahhari states: "All the components of the world of creation are interdependent 
and the existence of suffering and natural disasters is also a part of the world of creation 
without which the world of creation cannot be considered complete"(Motahhari, 1997, 
217): 

Shahid Motahhari believes that this world cannot be imagined without suffering and that 
the world free from suffering was created by God before the creation of this world [the 
world of angels] and if God created this world like it without pain and suffering, there 
was no room for innovation in the creation of this world and this is contrary to divine 
wisdom. Therefore, God has created this world with pain and suffering to form a good 


system and man can achieve many good deeds in the light of evil. 
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4-1-4 Evils Cause the Upbringing and Excellence of Man: Life in this world is full of 
trials and tribulations that God tests man with all kinds of joys and hardships, who 
should be grateful for the blessings and be patient for the hardships. With any of the 
hardships that he faces in life, if he obeys the divine commands and relies on him and 
has patience, he can provide the ground for the exaltation of his soul and reach it without 
these hardships and problems. It is not possible to excel and gain divine pleasure. Moral 
virtues are obtained in the shadow of hardships, and it is with these virtues that divine 
satisfaction can be achieved. Satisfaction in the shadow of hunger, patience in the face of 
difficulties, knowledge in the shadow of effort and endurance of hardships, as well as 
other virtues are achieved in spite of enduring similar hardships. Therefore, evil and 
hardships play an important role in the exaltation of the human soul. 

Shahid Motahhari states: "One of the things that cause the completion and purification of 
the soul and the purification of morality and the stimulation of the latent forces and 
forces of human existence and is the driving force of the human existence system, are the 
hardships and calamities. Abdul Qahir Baghdadi, the author of the important and famous 
book "Al-Farq Bin Al-Farq", has attributed this view to Qadriya "(Ghadrdan Maleki, 
2009,176- 179). 

Shahid Motahhari states: "If everything was the same in nature and there was no news of 
contradiction, the world of creation would be a stagnant and monotonous being that had 
no order and wisdom"(Motahhari, 1997, 155). 

Hence, evil is a part of the world of creation without which the world of creation cannot 
be imagined, and by being placed next to other elements and components of the world of 
creation, it gives meaning to it. 

5-1-4 Evil Is Necessary to Obtain Good: Many charities are obtained for us by evil. In 
other words, some evils are the prelude to the acquisition of charity, and it is with the 
occurrence of that evil that we attain or realize charity, and work more seriously to 
preserve that charity. For example, we do not realize the importance of health unless 
there is a disease, or we do not realize the importance of security and tranquility unless it 
threatens our danger and insecurity. So, although evil may seem harmful in appearance, 
it will direct us to charity to try to pay more attention to their preservation, or it will lead 
us to newer charities. 

Man's social life is such that in the light of hardships and evils, many worthy moral 
qualities and values flourish, and on the other hand, his talents flourish. When difficulties 


and problems occur for some human beings, we see the help of other human beings. For 
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example, human beings help each other during natural disasters such as floods and 
earthquakes is one of these examples. On the other hand, when evil occurs, some moral 
values such as self-sacrifice and forgiveness find meaning, and human beings rush to 
help each other. The role of evil in social solidarity between human beings should not be 
ignored, because it is in spite of evil that human beings know the importance and value 
of each other better and help each other so that they do not lose each other, and these 
evidences and examples testify to the role evil deserves to create cooperation and 
assistance between human beings and to serve each other, which is an example of good. 
According to Shahid Motahhari, evil is necessary to obtain good and without evil, many 
good deeds cannot be known or achieved. In other words, evil is necessary to obtain 
good and to obtain many good deeds is necessary for evil. 

Shahid Motahhari says: "Evil cannot be separated from charity, because evils that are of 
the type of lack and non-existence, such as ignorance, poverty, etc. that exist in the 
system of creation, as far as it is related to the system of creation, including the inability 
of capacities and lack of facilities. That is, any degree of defect in beings is due to a lack 
of ability, not due to the restraint of grace, which can be considered oppression or 
discrimination" (Ibid 160). 

2-4 Fakhr Razi: Although Fakhr Razi considers perceptual evil as an existential thing, 
but by ignoring other types of evil, he seeks to solve the problem of duality. In other 
words, in Fakhr Razi's thought, the problem of duality is not solved except by ignoring a 
group of evil people, and the problem of physical fear and suffering, which is called 
perceptual evil, is considered by him as an existential thing. However, by passing this 
solution in order to solve the problem of duality, Fakhr Razi has stated the following 
three solutions to solve the evil problem; 

1-2-4 Evil Is Relative: Another solution to the problem of evil is to know it as relative. 
According to this theory, evil is relative and may be an evil phenomenon for some 
people and the same phenomenon may seem good to others, and we must pay attention 
that relativity is the opposite of truth. Also, the conditions and situation of time indicate 
that the evil is relative, because in a certain period, a phenomenon may be evil for a 
person, and in another period and time, the same phenomenon may appear as good. 

The reason why evil is relative is that if we consider a creature to be evil, it is either evil 
for itself, or for its cause or effect, or for others.If evil is evil for itself, it must destroy 
itself, and such a thing will never exist. If it is evil for its cause, then it will not be the 


same, and this is contrary to the nature of cause and effect.If it is evil for its effect, it will 
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repel it and this is contrary to the assumption; therefore, the evilness of an object for its 
non-self is its cause and effect (Javadi Amoli, 1995, Vol2,157). 

Fakhr Razi believes that evil is a relative thing and for different people and also in 
changing circumstances, it is possible for a phenomenon to appear as good or as evil.He 
states:"All objects are common in the body. The attribution of each of them to specific 
and definite features is due to the autonomous agent. Therefore, the autonomous agent is 
able to create these properties and benefits and is able to remove corruption.In other 
words, things are equal in terms of good or evil, but God, by His power and authority, 
creates benefits and goodness in them and eliminates evil.For example, fire for one 
person may cause burns to his body and be considered evil, and for another person it may 
save him from the cold and be considered good "(Fakhr Razi,1987, Vol3, 282). 

2-2-4 Evil Is Necessary for a Good System:In dealing with the problem of evil, 
thinkers fall into two categories; some, such as Plato, Augustine, Leibniz and all Islamic 
philosophers, have tried to make the problem of evil a violation of attributes by 
recognizing the existing system and offering logical solutions and proving arguments in 
order not to express the problem of evil as a violation of the attributes of God and they 
have tried to solve the problem of evil.On the other hand, people like J.L. Mackey and 
William Rowe, and others, see the issue of evil in conflict with the good system of the 
world and the divine attributes, and believe that despite this evil, it seems unlikely that 
God is benevolent, there should be a just and wise person who is the creator of a good 
system. 

Fakhr Razi believes that the evils of the world of creation are necessary for its good 
system, and despite this evil, the goodness of the world of creation makes 
sense.According to him, the world of creation is not pure good, but has many good and 
few evils, and it is this minimal aspect of evil that makes the good system of the world of 
creation meaningful, because the world of pure good belongs to the world of angels. 
Fakhr Razi states:"Existence is either good in all respects or evil in all respects, and this 
kind of itself is divided into three directions: whether good prevails over evil, or evil 
prevails over good, or whether good and evil are equal.But the kind in which good 
prevails over evil, if it is not created, many good deeds will inevitably disappear, and the 
disappearance of many good deeds is evil itself, and the second direction, the matters in 
which good and evil go together, belong to the world of elements and there is no doubt 
that the world of elements is the result of higher causes.If the elements are not created, 


from the absence of this kind, the absence of causes them to be pure charity, and the 
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absence of pure charity is pure evil, so the existence of this type becomes 
obligatory"(Fakhr Razi, 1991, Vol2, 551- 552). 

Fakhr Razi believes that the existing world has taken on the best possible state and it is a 
system in which there is no disturbance and it has taken the best state and situation, and 
evil is an inseparable part of this world, without which this world will no longer be a 
good system. 

3-2-4 Evil Is Minimal and Good Is Maximum:One of the most important arguments 
put forward by some thinkers as an answer to the problem of evil is the dominance of the 
aspect of charity over the evil of the universe.According to this idea, although evils are 
realized in the world and some of them, like earthquakes and floods, are the product of 
nature and some are the result of murder and slavery as a result of human malice, but it 
should be noted that the good of the world is much more than its evil, and we should not 
ignore the many good and simply consider the evil as the absence of charity.This view 
was first put forward by Irenaeus and later developed by other thinkers. 

The thinkers who have given this answer to the evil question believe that this argument 
can be complete and acceptable if it meets these conditions; 

1. The evil that happens is logically necessary for some good. 

2. These good deeds are superior and greater than the evil ones. 

3. It is not possible to create other alternative good deeds in the absence of evil or with 
the occurrence of smaller evil deeds (Wainwright, 1999, 75). 

Fakhr Razi believes that evil is very small and insignificant in comparison with good, 
and in the world of creation, God has given so much blessing and goodness to man that 
evil in comparison with it is not considered at all. 

From Fakhr Razi's point of view, this is a person who, in exchange for the blessings that 
God has bestowed upon him, takes the path of disbelief and ingratitude, and turns away 
from those charities and does not pay attention to them at all,and when he realizes their 
true value, he will lose them, just like a sick person who has lost his health. 

He states:"The circle of evil is not wide, but narrow and limited, because evil occurs only 
in the material world, and in the immaterial world as there are actual objects, there is no 
evil, and in the material world, which are potential objects, evil occurs, which is also It is 
small and insignificant."(Fakhr Razi,1991,Vo0l2,52).He also states:"Only a part of the 
world of possibilities has evil and the world of its possessions is of two types: the world 


of matter and the world of creation. The world of matter is all good and there is no evil in 
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it, but the world of creation has evil and again evils in creation world are less than 
good" (Fakhr Razi, 2002, vol3,317) 

5.Comparison 

The issue of evil is one of the issues that has occupied the human mind since the distant 
past and has led to many questions and doubts in his mind.This issue has been researched 
and studied by many philosophers and thinkers of different religions and they have 
presented strong and logical theories and arguments to show its compatibility with the 
good system, the good attributes of God and the solution of the problem of evil. 

Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi, as two God-believing thinkers and believers in the 
one God, have tried to solve the problem of evil and prove the necessity of its existence 
in a good system.Despite their common religion and beliefs, they have offered various 
theories on some issues related to evil, but in the end, they have considered both existing 
systems as good systems and the existence of evil in accordance with the attributes of 
justice and wisdom of God.Shahid Motahhari has considered evil as a non-existent thing 
that has no origin and emptiness, and everything that is called evil has been considered 
as a lack of perfection in the essence of the object, and they believe that God does not 
create any evil in the world and that what man does in the system is good and the title of 
evil is considered because of his deficient thought;because God created this system with 
divine wisdom and justice, and human intellect and thought cannot comprehend this 
divine wisdom.Unlike Shahid Motahhari, Fakhr Razi divides evil into existential and 
non-existent categories and considers existential evil to include perceptual evil that is 
perceived by human beings.He has also considered non-existent evil as four types, which 
are: a) Existential matters, which are sometimes referred to as evil. B) Lack of necessary 
things for the object. C) Lack of beneficial things, which, although they are not 
necessary, are close to necessity. D) The absence of things that are not necessary but are 
considered virtues.Fakhr Razi, like Shahid Motahhari, believes that God does not create 
evil in the world, and that evil is not an intrinsic matter, but a transcendent one, and is 
considered an evil object due to the lack of perfection.Another reason that has been 
emphasized as the cause of evil in the material world is the perception of man that he can 
not understand with his human intellect that many evils are relative and provide the basis 
for many good deeds.Therefore, both Muslim thinkers consider God to be wise and 
benevolent and believe that nothing but goodness comes out of existence that is full of 


goodness, and if evil is imagined in the world of existence, it is because of the deficient 
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thought of a person who does not think about matters and with his superficiality, he 
thinks some things are evil. 

Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi are among the thinkers who have not directly divided 
the evil in their works, but according to their statements, it can be understood that they 
have divided both evil into two types of moral and natural.Shahid Motahhari considers 
moral evil to be entirely in the realm of human will and belief, and believes that God has 
no role in arousing human will, and that it is man who creates moral evil because of his 
selfishness and ignorance that lies within him and as a result of this evil, he makes life 
difficult for himself and others.Fakhr Razi also considers moral evil as the result of man's 
sinfulness and disobedience to divine commands.In the case of natural evil, both thinkers 
consider it to be related to the system of nature, which, of course, is also affected by 
moral evil and man's misuse of nature; because he misuses nature to destroy the balance 
in the system of nature and intensifies the natural evil. Of course, the existing natural evil 
is much less than natural charity;because the existence of divine goodness tends to create 
charity. 

Both great thinkers of Islam have considered the non-existence of evil as a solution to the 
problem of evil and have tried to solve the problem of duality in addition to removing the 
doubt from the problem of evil and leaving the world with only one origin and know the 
source of good.And from this source, no good is issued except good, and the reason for 
evil affairs is the lack of perfection in the existence of the object, as well as the inability 
of human beings to understand and comprehend the basis of these matters.Another 
solution that these two great thinkers, as well as most of the thinkers who believe in the 
heavenly religions, have emphasized is to know the relative evil, according to which they 
believe that a subject may seem evil to one person if the same thing appears to another it 
is good and has many benefits.In addition, they believe that something may be 
considered evil at one point in history but good at another, so that none of the evils has a 
real existence in the world rather, whatever evil seems to be relative, and phenomena 
may be different for different people at different times.In addition, both thinkers, 
according to their beliefs, have considered evil as a necessity of a good system and 
believe that the existing system is good in spite of evil;because the system without evil 
and hardship has existed before, and if God created the material world as a good system, 
it is by creating evil by the will and authority of man that such a title is used. Therefore, 


they believe that the existing system has taken on the best possible state and is a system 
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in which there is no gap, and that evil is an integral part of this world, without which the 
material world would no longer be a good system. 
Shahid Motahhari has considered two other strategies for evil, which are not mentioned 
in Fakhr Razi's thought.He considers evil to be the cause of man's upbringing and 
exaltation, and believes that the existing world is all about God's test that if man acts 
according to God's commands in the face of adversity and acts patiently in the face of 
difficulties and evil, these difficulties will lead to acquisition of moral virtues and 
cultivation of his soul.He also considers evil as a necessity for receiving charity and 
believes that due to the occurrence of evil in a person's life, especially his social life, the 
ground is provided for obtaining many charities and understanding them.Fakhr Razi in a 
similar solution to the strategy of Shahid Motahhari has expressed the minimum evil and 
the maximum good and believes that evil is very small compared to the good in the 
world.Therefore, Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi, by providing logical solutions to 
solve the evil problem, have considered their existence necessary for the existing world. 
6.Conclusion 
Shahid Motahhari and Fakhr Razi, two prominent Islamic thinkers and thinkers, have 
considered the issue of evil as a global and historical problem and have studied it 
carefully and have come to the conclusion that all evil in the universe is non-existent and 
God does not create any evil and everything that comes out of God is good, and if evil is 
conceivable in the material world, it is because of man's short-sightedness.In addition, 
they believe that evil is a relative thing that varies from person to person and from time 
to time.And these evils do not have any contradiction with the existing world, but in a 
deeper view, they are necessary for this world, and it is with the emergence of this evil 
that the existing system can be considered the best system. 
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